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laying France under contributions, it would
have been better to have taken territory
at once; it would have caused a strong
sensation at first, but would have been for-
gotten. France could not pay her present
demands; as yet there was no revenue from
commerce. Europe was in a very unsettled
state. "Prussia wishes for a constitution, so
does Italy."
The Admiral asked when was the best
time for the English to have made peace
with him. Bonaparte replied: "When Lord
Lauderdale was at Paris; if Mr. Fox had
lived it would have been accomplished.5*1
The Admiral asked if his death made any
change in the terms proposed. He said, no,
but events occurred that he would have
viewed differently from his successors. The
Admiral observed that he left Lord Lauder-
1 Lord Grenville's Ministry, with Fox in charge
of foreign affairs, came into office in February 1806.
Negotiations for peace with France were opened first
informally, then formally. In August Lord Lauder-
dale went to Paris to represent England jointly with
Lord Yarmouth. The negotiations were broken off in
October, a few days after Napoleon had left Paris
for the campaign of Jena. Fox had died on the I3th
of September.